What to do if you find a grounded bat
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Northern Ireland Bat Group
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What is the North West Bat Project? Baltty myhs (that are, well batty!)
Volunteer training and education programme designed to raise
awareness on bats in the North West and to gather more records
for the region.

The project is funded by the Northern Ireland Environment
Agency’s Challenge Fund, Department for the Environment and is
administered by Northern Ireland Environment Link.

Bat Species in the North West

Below are some species you may find in the North West

Contact your local biodiversity officer
to find out dates for guided bat walks and events.

e There are 8 species of bats in Northern Ireland

e Bats are the only mammal in the world capable of true flight
e Female bats give birth to live young

e Bats have only one baby or pup each year

e Bats do not build nests

e Bats can live in buildings, trees and caves

e Their habitat is called a roost

e Bats belong to the order ‘Chiroptera’ meaning ‘Hand wing’as
bats fly using their hands

e Bats eat insects such as midges and moths

¢ A single bat can eat up to 3,500 insects in one night!
e All our bats hibernate in winter

e Bats in Ireland and UK are protected by law

e In Britain and Ireland all bat species and their roosts are
legally protected, by both domestic and international
legislation. This means you will be committing a criminal
offence if you:

@ Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat

@ Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its roost or
deliberately disturb a group of bats

4 Damage or destroy a bat roosting place (even if bats are
not occupying the roost at the time)

@ Possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat (dead or alive) or
any part of a bat

@ Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost

¢ Leisler’s Bat: This is Ireland’s

biggest bat, they are rare in
Europe and common in Ireland
so we have an important
population of this species.They
are often found roosting in
house roofs and can be seen
flying high over hedgerows and
trees in local parks.

e Brown long eared bat:

Their large ears are so sensitive
and they use them to locate
moths by hearing the fluttering
movements of their wings. The
often roost in roof voids or large
old buildings.

Visit www.derrycity.gov.uk

www.colerainebc.gov.uk
www.omagh.gov.uk

Creggan Country Park

Host to Common pip, soprano pip, Leisler and Daubenton’s
bat

Brooke Park

Bay Road Park

Gransha woodland

Common and soprano pipistrelle, Leisler's bat and Brown
Long Eared Bat

Prehen Wood

Swan Park, Buncrana

Loughmacrory, Omagh

Riverside Park, Ballymoney

How you can help bats

‘¥ e \olunteer with the North West Bat Project;

e Plant night scented plants in your garden such
as honeysuckle and night-scented stock to
encourage insects and provide food source for
bats;

e Visit bats.org.uk and record sightings on the
Big Bat Map;

e Avoid using pesticides in your garden;

e Put up a bat box to provide a much needed
home for bats. Visit www.bats.org.uk for
details on how to make your own;

e Join the Northern Ireland Bat Group — log on
to our website to download the membership
form.




